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How you can be paid 

Wages 
Salary 

Amount per hour 
Amount earned per year, 

which can be paid weekly, 

fortnightly or monthly 

Overtime paid on those 

wages 

Irrespective of the number 

of hours worked 
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Note: p.a. means per annum (yearly) 

 

Click on the link below and watch the video on youtube: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gGAi9OxkvYM 

 

What must you remember? Fill in the blanks 

 

ANNUALLY = …………. YEAR 

MONTHLY =  ………… MONTHS IN ONE YEAR 

WEEKLY = ……….. WERKS IN ONE YEAR 

FORTNIGHTLY = ……………. FORTNIGHTS IN ONE YEAR 

WEEKLY = …………… DAYS IN ONE WEEK 

FORTNIGHTLY = ……………. WEEKS IN ONE FORTNIGHT 

 

Work through the two examples in the video and try the questions at the end of the clip.  

 

WORKING OVERTIME 

Full time employees may be asked to work 35 hours a week.  If an employee is asked to work additional hours, 

they may be paid overtime.  Often, when employees are asked to work overtime, they will be paid special rates.   

Sometimes employees will be paid time and a half (or 1.5 times their hourly pay rate for every hour overtime they 

work).  On other occasions, employees may be paid double time (or 2 times their hourly pay rate for every hour 

overtime they work). 

 

If Sarah earns $10 per hour, and she asked to work overtime, she will earn 1.5 x $10 ($15) per hour if she receives 

time and a half pay.  If she works overtime and is paid double time, she will earn 2 x $10 ($20) per hour for every 

hour she works overtime. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gGAi9OxkvYM
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WORKPLACE ALLOWANCES 

In some professions, employees may be paid workplace allowances.  There are many allowances employees may 

receive, including sleeping at work and petrol.  Can you list 3 others? 

1.  

2.  

3.  

 

If David earns $1500 per week, and he receives $50 per week allowance for petrol, $30 for sleeping one night at 

work and $20 for having the on-call phone for another night, how much of his $1500 is made up by allowances? 

(50+30+20 = $100 in allowances). 

 

COMMISSION 

Commission is another way employees may earn their pay.  An employee who earns their pay by commission is 

paid a percentage of any sales they make.   

Can you think of why employers may pay their employees by commission?   

 

 

 

Some professions where pay by commission is used include: 

 Car salesmen 

 Real estate agents 

 Fruit pickers 

 

Peter, the real estate agent earns 2.5% commission on all house sales he sells.  Peter sells a house for $1000000.  

How much commission does he earn from the house?  (2.5/100 x 1000000 = $25000). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week 15   
Course notes:  GM1 2014 
Date edited:18/05/14  P a g e  | 4 

                                       

When you have a job there are different ways your pay can be calculated.  Most people earn a wage or salary.  

Others earn commission or receive royalties. 

A wage is usually a payment that is based on pay per hours worked. 

A salary is usually a set yearly amount, irrespective of the number of hours worked.  A salary can be paid 

monthly, fortnightly or weekly.’ 

Only workers who are paid an hourly rate are paid overtime. 

                                

Exercise Set 1. 

Q1. John earns $7.10 per hour at the Rising Sun Chinese Take-away. 

a) Last week John worked 15 hours.  How much did he earn? 

 

b) Today John earned $21.30.  How many hours did he work today? 

 

 

c) Next week, John is rostered to work 21.5 hours.   How much will he earn next week? 

 

Q2. Lance is a junior in a legal office.  He is paid a salary of $1370 per week.  How much does he earn per year?  

 

 

Q3. Pauline earns $14.10 per hour in a legal office.  Her annual salary is $82 500.  How much does she earn per 

fortnight? 

a) Last week she worked for 26 hours.  How much did she earn last week? 

 

b) The service station was very busy in the first week of the holidays and Ron gave Pauline a $40 bonus 

because she worked extra hard.  How much will she earn including the bonus, for working 38 hours? 
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Q4. Suzanne is a solicitor.  Her annual salary is $82 500.  How much does she earn per fortnight? 

 

 

 

 

Q5. Sarah earns $16.70 per hour when she works night shift at the hospital.  Sarah’s shift began at 0200 hours and 

finished at 0900 hours.  During her shift she had a half-hour unpaid break.  How much did she earn for the shift? 

 

 

 

 

Q7. Andrew works as a rainforest tour guide.  As a guide, he gets paid for every hour he works.  This table shows 

the hours he worked last week. 

                                               
a) How many hours did Andrew work on Tuesday? 

 

b) Calculate the total number of hours he worked last week. 

 

 

c) Andrew earns $17.50 per hour.  How much did he earn last week? 
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Exercise Set 2 

Q1.   Complete this table. 

 

Q2.  Callum earns $9.20 per hour, normal time.  On Thursday he worked for 7 hours normal time, 3 hours at time-

and-a-half and 2 hours at double-time. 

a) How many hours did Callum work on Thursday? 

 

b) Calculate his pay for the hours he worked on Thursday. 

 

 

Q3.  Craig is a plumber’s assistant.   He works a 35-hour week at $22-60 per hour.  His overtime is paid at time-

and-a-half for the first 5 hours in a week, then double-time after that.  This week he worked 46 hours. 

a) How many hours has Craig worked double-time this week? 

 

b) How much did he earn at time-and-a-half this week? 

 

 

c) How much did Craig earn this week? 
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Q4.  Katya can’t read some of the printed values on her pay slip.  Her noram pay is $9 per hour.  What are the 

missing values? 

Day Start Finish Lunch 
Hours 

worked 
Pay rate Pay 

Friday 1200  0    

Saturday 0900 1400 
 

 
  hour   

 

 
  

Sunday 0800 1100 0  Double  

Monday 1000 1430    $36 

 

 

                

Some state award wages include allowances for doing unpleasant work or working in unpleasant circumstances.  

Retail take-way food employees receive an additional $1.35 per hour when they are required to work normal hours 

between 10pm and 12 midnight and an additional payment if they are required to clean toilets, work outside or 

clean windows. 

                                    

Exercise Set 3 

Q1.  Cowan sprays poison for spiders and other pests in his job as a pest control agent.  He is paid $13.50.per hour 

and he receives an extra $2.79 per day for handling hydrocyanic acid.  Cowan works 7
 

 
 hours per day, 5 days a 

week.  What is Cowan’s weekly pay? 
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Q2.  Rowena earns $619.90 per week as a tour guide.  In addition she receives $31 per week for work-related 

mobile phone use and $0.55 per kilometer for using her private car for work. 

Calculate Rowena’s pay for a week when she drives her car 237 km for work. 

 

 

 

 

 

Q3.  Peter works as a country vet.  He is paid $36 per hour for the first 38 hours he works per week and time-and-

a-half after that.  In addition, he receives $2.64 per week for laundry and $0.55 per kilometer for driving his car to 

visit farms.  Last week Peter drove 410 km and he worked 43 hours.  How much was his pay? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

 

                                       

Workers who sell things are often paid by commission rather than by the number of hours worked.   The 

commission is a percentage of the value of the items sold. 

Some people who are paid commissions also receive a small amount of money without selling anything.  This 

small amount is called a retainer.  Tradespeople often quote a price based on the amount of work done rather than 

the amount of time the job takes.  For example, a floor tiler quotes on the number of square metres of tiles he is 

going to lay.  A fruit picker is paid for the number of pieces of fruit picked.  This type of work is called 

‘piecework’. 
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Exercise Set 4 

Q1.  Calculate the following amounts. 

a) 5% of $370   b)    10% of $1080                c)       7.5% of $820 

 

d) 1% of $5000                               e)      1.2% 0f $120                 f)    2%  $600 000 

 

Q2.  David receives 5% commission on all his sales.  How much commission will he receive for sales totaling 

$9000?    

 

 

Q3.  Andrew is paid $750 per week as the head waiter at a restaurant.  He is also allowed to keep 60% of the tips 

he receives.   Last week his tips totaled $380.  Calculate the total amount he earned last week. 

 

 

 

 

Q4.  Daren is a car salesman.  He is paid a weekly retainer $220 plus 3% commission on all his sales over $70 

000.  Last week Daren’s sales totaled $110 000.  How much was he paid last week?  
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Q5.                         

a) How much is Grant paid when he delivers 3000 pamphlets per week in a flat area. 

 

 

b) Julie delivers 6400 pamphlets per week in a hilly area.  How much is she paid? 

 

 

 

Q6.   Haley sells advertising for the local newspaper.  She receives a retainer of $50 per week and a commission 

of 10% of sales over $400.  How much will she receive in a week when she sells $900 worth of advertising?  

 


